Thelma Bernice Lane Carter
September 13, 1920 - January 25, 2013

Big Stone Gap, VA/Albemarle, NC
Thelma Bernice Lane Carter, 92, died January 25, 2013 at Stanly Manor in Albemarle,
NC. She was a life-long resident of Big Stone Gap, VA and member of Trinity United
Methodist Church.
Born September 13, 1920 in Big Stone Gap, Thelma had a life-long love of educating
herself and others: after graduating from BSG High School in 1937, she received a
Teaching Degree from Mary Washington College in 1939 and began her teaching career
in a one room school house where she balanced the educational needs of twenty students
with keeping enough firewood stocked to keep everyone warm. She continued teaching
1st and 2nd grade full time with the Wise County school system, while completing her BS
from Milligan College in 1967 followed by a Master of Arts in Education from VPISU in
1974 before retiring in 1982. Many students found her teaching style to be attentive and
individualistic, and she truly enjoyed following her students' successes.
A woman of great style, Thelma was passionate not only about beautiful clothes (tailoring
her own in her early years), shoes and jewelry, but also deeply loved floral design and
gardening. The founding President of the Intermont Garden Club and a Life Member of the
Virginia Federation of Garden Clubs, she enjoyed working in her personal gardens (where
poppies were a stylistic favorite) and competing in flower shows (winning many blue
ribbons) before completing the rigorous program to be named an Accredited National
Council of State Garden Club Flower Show Judge.
Thelma and her husband Con were gracious entertainers, regularly hosting bridge games
and beginning preparations many weeks in advance for their annual formal Christmas
cocktail party. Following retirement, they also pursued far-flung travels, departing with
sophisticated wardrobe ensembles and returning with burnished tans, photographs of new
friends and (not infrequently) sparkly souvenirs!

She was preceded in death by her beloved husband of almost 67 years, Conrad Adair
Carter, Sr., her parents John Taylor Lane and Anise Nicktie Shuler Lane, and sisters
Evelyn Whitt and Dorothy Body.
She is survived by daughter Libby and husband Ken Cooper, son Conrad A. Carter, Jr.
and wife Linda, son John B. Carter and partner Ralph Cascio; grandchildren Elissa A. and
husband Todd Wood, Michelle and husband Roger Cantrell, Kristen and husband James
Cornett, Dr. Kelly and husband Keith Nelson, and Adam Carter; and eight great
grandchildren and one great-great grandson. She is also survived by nieces Sherry and
husband Bob Marrs, Carolyn Charz, and Tammy Robinson, nephews Larry Carter,
Michael Carter, Stephen Carter, Rev. Rodney Body, Bobby Whitt, Billy Whitt, and Jimmy
Whitt.
We wish to thank the nursing staff with The Laurels in Norton, VA and with Stanly Manor in
Albemarle, NC, Dr Eric Johnsen of Albemarle, NC and Hospice of Stanly County for
providing compassionate and attentive care to Mrs. Carter in her final years.
The family will receive friends from 10 to 11 a.m. on Wednesday at Trinity United
Methodist Church (E. 1st St., S. and Wyandotte Ave) in Big Stone Gap.
The funeral service will follow with Reverends Terry Goodman and Jeff Sams officiating.
Interment will follow at Powell Valley Memorial Gardens (5650 Powell Valley Road), with
the Rev. Ronnie Mutter also participating.
In lieu of flowers, a memorial may be sent to her church, Trinity United Methodist Church,
P. O. Box 217, Big Stone Gap, Va. 24219.
To view the obituary online and offer condolences, please visit www.holdingfuneralhome.c
om.
Holding Funeral Home of Big Stone Gap is honored to serve the family of Mrs. Thelma
Carter.
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Libby, Bill and I are so very sorry to hear the news of your mother's passing.
When I think her, it always comes to mind the story of both of our mothers talking
over the fence in Stonega the night before I was born, then you came along the
very next day. Not many folks hold on to a precious friend for 71 years, and I
appreciate you for that. God bless you and your family at this time. We love you.
Jane Stone - December 10, 2013 at 08:10 AM

DF

I am very sorry about Mrs. Carter but Heaven is a better place with her there. She
taught our son,Jason and he loved her dearly. They were both very special
people. May God give your family peace.
Debbie Falin - December 10, 2013 at 08:10 AM

MB

Libby,
I'm so sorry to hear of your Mother's passing. It is a difficult thing to lose your
mother. There are days still that I would give anything to be able to pick up the
phone and hear my Mother's voice. I can only say it will get easier.
Again, I'm sorry for your loss.
Mary Lou
Mary Lou Blevins - December 10, 2013 at 08:10 AM

