
Joyce Edena Bray Strickland
November 7, 1952 - January 12, 2026

Joyce Edena Bray Strickland, age 73, of Fort Pierce, Florida, a giving and
courageous woman known for her friendly demeanor and unwavering faith,
passed away on January 12, 2026, surrounded by family and friends,
following a brave battle with cancer. 

 

She was born on November 7, 1952, in Middlesboro, Kentucky. She was
preceded in death by her parents, Oscar Bray and Beulah Pillion Bray, and
her sister, Charlotte Bray. 

 

Joyce graduated from Thomas Walker High School in 1971. In 1972, she
enrolled at Southeastern Bible College, graduating in 1975. She dedicated 35
years of service as a Special Education teacher, where her strong work ethic
and warm personality made her a beloved colleague and mentor. 

 

Joyce and her husband, Ken, faithfully served in ministry at several Assembly
of God churches throughout her lifetime. Her faith was the cornerstone of her
life, and she found great joy in serving the Lord—bearing fruit through acts of
service, including feeding the needy and the homeless. Joyce was a beacon
of light in her community, always ready to lend a helping hand and share a
kind word. 

 

Above all, Joyce had a deep love for her family. She cherished moments of



laughter, bonding, and creating memories that will forever be held dear by
those who loved her. 

 

Left to cherish her memory are her husband of 52 years, Kenneth Omer
Strickland; her two children of Memphis, Tennessee, Kenneth “Scott”
Strickland and Magevney Strickland; grandchildren Kirsten, Audrey, Melinda
Nadal (husband Jayson), Hannah Strickland, and Gavin Polston; her siblings
Levear Andrews (husband Harold) of Fort Pierce, Florida, Pamela Ray
(husband Terry) of Port St. Lucie, Florida, David Bray (wife Vicky) of Ewing,
Virginia, Mary Smith (husband Chester) of Ewing, Virginia, Martha Roop
(husband Carl) of Birmingham, Alabama, and Rosetta Glass (husband
Jonathan) of Rose Hill, Virginia. She is also survived by a host of nieces,
nephews, aunts, uncles, extended family, and friends who will miss her
greatly. 

 

As we remember Joyce, the words of Helen Keller come to mind: “The best
and most beautiful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched—they
must be felt with the heart.” Joyce lived her life reflecting this truth, touching
the hearts of all who knew her with her love, kindness, and faith. Her legacy of
service and devotion will continue to live on in the lives she impacted. Joyce
Edena Bray Strickland was a woman of strength, a beacon of hope, and a
testament to the power of faith and love. 

 

Services will be held at Ewing Assembly of God (listed on Google Maps as
Smith Chapel), officiated by Norman Clark, on Saturday, January 24, 2026.
Visitation will be held from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m., followed by the funeral
service at 1:00 p.m. Interment will follow at Jones Cemetery. 

 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in Joyce’s honor to Hillcrest
Assembly of God Children’s Home in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

 



Pallbearers will be Jesse Bray, Randall Marcum, Matthew Glass, Kevin
Taulbee, Benjamin Taulbee, and Parker Smith. 

 

An online registry will be available for the family at www.holdingfuneralhome.c
om 

 

Holding Funeral Home of Rose Hill is honored to serve the family.
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Sharon Schaade - January 25 at 11:58 AM

He obituary was a true picture of the Joyce I knew as a friend and
fellow educator. Her compassion and kindness were an inspiration
to me. Her beautiful smile and pleasant demeanor will be missed!
Prayers for those closest to her who share so many memories.
Sharon Schaade

Linda and Jim Railey - January 22 at 05:18 PM

Linda and Jim Railey purchased the Emerald Gar
den Basket for the family of Joyce Edena Bray
Strickland.

Jedd , Patty, Chris , Christina and Fami - January 22 at 04:29
PM

Jedd , Patty, Chris , Christina and Fami
purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Joyce Edena Bray Strickland.

barbarashort1231@gmail.com - January 21 at 12:08 PM

Barbarashort1231@gmail.com lit a candle in
memory of Joyce Edena Bray Strickland

https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1479&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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barbarashort1231@gmail.com - January 21 at 12:07 PM

Prayers for all the family. Sorry for your loss.

GF
Gary fletcher - January 24 at 11:03 AM

Prayers for the family

Brenda Bal - January 21 at 11:57 AM

Brenda Bal lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Edena Bray Strickland

Brenda Ball - January 21 at 11:55 AM

So sorry to hear of your loss. Joyce was a sweet person. Prayers to
all the family.

January 20 at 06:52 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Joyce Edena Bray Strickland.

https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Nancy Surber Gibson - January 20 at 10:53 AM

Joyce's years as a teenager will be a part of my memory forever. I
was the sponsor of the CA's (youth group) of the Ewing Assembly of
God. Joyce was an active & vital member of that group sharing her
faith by testimony& Godly living. I was most especially blessed &
encouraged by her talented musical voice as she sang many of the
then current popular praise songs of Dottie Rambo. She is now
singing with the angels, glorifying the God she so faithfully served.

Jo Brooks - January 20 at 09:51 AM

Jo Brooks lit a candle in memory of Joyce
Edena Bray Strickland

January 20 at 08:55 AM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Joyce Edena Bray Strickland.

Helen Marcum - January 19 at 02:39 PM

Helen Marcum lit a candle in memory of
Joyce Edena Bray Strickland

https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.holdingfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Charles Lenn - January 19 at 12:00 PM

May the Lord fill this family with peace and comfort. What a
testimony of faith Joyce leaves as her witness to the goodness of
God. Charles and Brenda Lenn


